
A guide to Library facilities and reading development for carers of new year 7 students 

The Library occupies  a central position in the school. We have a large main working 

area and  dedicated reading room.  

The Library is staffed by Mrs Dibble, Mrs McGilloway and Mrs Clemmett. 

You can contact us at LRC@churchill-academy.org 

Our opening hours are: 

Mondays-Thursdays 8.50-4.45 

     Fridays 8.50-3.20 

RESOURCES 

Our  collection includes: 

- Fiction books:  we offer a wide variety of fiction books suitable for all ages 

and reading levels. As well as an extensive fiction collection, we offer a well-

stocked selection of graphic novels, manga and audio books. 

- Non-fiction books:  We stock a wide range of information books to support 

research and homework tasks.  

 

The Library also subscribes to The Week Junior and several magazines . 

The Library has a bank of 14 computers which students can book at 

lunchtime to do homework and  research.   

Printing and photocopying facilities are available. 

USING THE LIBRARY 

Students can visit the Library to read and select  

books for recreational reading and do research for 

set homework and project work. 

Students are entitled to take a  maximum of 4 

books at a time for a maximum of 3 weeks ( but 

they can be  renewed for a further 3 weeks). 

STATIONERY SHOP 

We have a variety of stationery and basic  

equipment which is available for students to  

purchase. 

Our selection includes pens and pencils but also 

memory sticks and calculators.  

Check out the Library blog for news : churchillacademylrc.wordpress.com/ 



Reading for pleasure is the only out-of-school activity demonstrably linked to securing 

managerial or professional jobs.  
 

(Reading at 16 is linked to better job prospects, Mark Taylor, University of Oxford, 2011). 

Set a good example. Let your child know that you value books 

and make sure they see you reading.   

Talk about reading. Share your views about books you have loved 

but also books you have not enjoyed; send the message that reading is 

great fun, but that it is also OK not to like a book! 

Don’t stop reading to your child. Some children love being read to, even 

when they have become fluent readers themselves. 

Make time to read. Set some time aside for family reading,  perhaps at bedtime. You could 

even switch off the Wi-Fi and put away game controllers after tea! 

Don’t just read books. Encourage your child to read different formats:  magazines, newspapers, 

comics, the Internet etc.  

 

Download books and audio books onto smartphones, Kindles,  iPads and other tablet comput-

ers. (remember that public libraries now offer a free eBook service, check  www.librarieswest.org.uk)  

Let them read what they want and at their own pace. Don’t pressurise your children into  

reading what YOU think they should read. Reading is highly individual and criticism is usually  

counterproductive.  

 

Supporting your child with reading at school 

Make sure that your child always has a book on the go  and always has their reading book in their 
school bag. 
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Students will be given opportunities to read during the school day (during reading lessons 

and tutor time for example)  but it is imperative that parents and carers encourage their 

children to read at home as well.  

According to research, reading no less than 20 minutes daily  will have the optimum im-

pact not only on students’ literacy levels, but on their work across the curriculum too.   

English teachers will be setting 1 hour’s  reading homework a fortnight. 



  We provide a safe and welcoming environment. We are 

open throughout the school day.  We always welcome students 

to come and read or just choose a book.  We are extremely 

proud to have a dedicated reading room with comfy chairs for 

students to read books and  magazines.  

 We cater for all tastes and abilities. This includes fiction, 

non-fiction, comics, manga and graphic novels. Some of our fic-

tion collection is categorized to facilitate easy access to books and we have an extensive collection of 

easier reads. 

 

 We provide opportunities to (re)discover reading. All year 7 students come to the Library in their 

English lessons once a fortnight. The librarians  lead interactive “reading for pleasure” activities during 

that time  and there will be dedicated reading time . Both the librarians and the students’ English  

teacher also use that time to discuss reading choices, and progress with each student individually. Each 

student will be provided with a reading diary, to be kept in the Library, to record their reading. These  

lessons are designed to encourage students to enjoy books, reading and the Library. This also includes a 

Library induction programme to give new students the confidence to use and do research in the Library.  

 

 We reward reading. Each student will take part in the Year 7 Library Reading Awards which are split 

in Bronze, Silver and Gold. We also organise competitions and quizzes throughout the year.  

 

 We listen. We try very hard to get books that students WANT to read and always welcome  

recommendations. 

 

 We support and guide students. Whether it is with book choices or with homework tasks and  

research, we are always here to help. There are reading lists on our VLE which can be accessed from 

home and are updated regularly. 

 

LIBRARY EVENTS YOUR CHILD MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN 

Author visits 

Book quizzes & competitions 

Special events 

 & Book fair  
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Why not use the local Library this summer for your summer reads? Mis-

chief Makers  is this year’s national Summer Reading Challenge, and all 4-

11 year-olds can take part by joining the scheme at the local Library from  

Saturday 14 July. 

http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

Please do not hesitate to  contact the librarians, Sue Dibble and Mélanie McGilloway, if you have any 

LRC@churchill-academy.org 

A Storm of Strawberries ~ Jo Cotterill 

The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day ~ Christopher Edge 

The Children of Castle Rock ~ Natasha Farrant 

Brightstorm ~ Vashti Hardy 

Tin ~ Padraig Kenny 

Sky Dancer ~ Gill Lewis 

The Wild Folk ~ Sylvia V Linsteadt  

Where the World Ends ~ Geraldine McCaughrean 

In the Mouth of the Wolf ~ Michael Morpurgo & Barroux 

Girls for the Vote ~ Linda Newbery  

Hilda and the Troll ~ Luke Pearson 

The Explorer ~ Katherine Rundell 

Coyote Summer ~ Mimi Thebo 

Nevermoor ~ Jessica Townsend 

Beyond the Bright Sea ~ Lauren Wolk 

 

Here is a small selection of books suitable for 11 year-olds  that would make good 

summer reads: 


