
A guide to library facili es and reading development for carers of new year 7 students 

The LRC is in a central posi on in the school. We have a large main library,  

a dedicated reading room and a sixth‐form area upstairs.  

The LRC is staffed by Mrs Dibble, Mrs McGilloway and Mrs Housley. 

Our opening hours are: 

Mondays‐Thursdays 8.30‐4.30 

Fridays 8.30‐4.00 

RESOURCES 

Our book collec on includes: 

‐ Fic on books:   we offer a wide variety of fic on books suitable for all ages 

and reading levels. As well as an extensive fic on collec on, we offer a well‐

stocked selec on of graphic novels, manga, and audio books. 

‐ Non‐fic on books:  We stock a wide range of informa on books to support 

research and homework tasks.  

The LRC also subscribes to several magazines and also receives  

the i newspaper daily. 

The LRC has a bank of 14 computers which students can book at lunch me 

and a er school to do homework and research.   

Prin ng and photocopying facili es are available. 

 

We also have a Kindle available to use in the LRC. 

USING THE LRC 

 

Students can visit the library to read and select  

books for recrea onal reading and do research for 

set homework and project work. 

Students are en tled to take a  maximum of 4 

books at a me for a maximum of 3 weeks ( but 

they can be  renewed for a further 3 weeks). 

STATIONERY SHOP 

 

We have a variety of sta onery and basic  

equipment which is available for students to  

purchase. 

Our selec on includes pens and pencils but also 

memory s cks and calculators.  



  We provide a safe and welcoming environment. We are 

open at break, lunch, before and a er school.  We always 

welcome students to come and read or just choose a book.  

We are extremely proud to have a dedicated reading room 

with comfy chairs for students to read books and  

magazines. We have a reading club and a manga club.  

 

 We cater for all tastes and abili es. This includes fic on, non‐fic on, comics, manga and graphic  

novels, newspapers and magazines. Our fic on collec on is categorized to help access to books and we 

have an extensive collec on of easier reads. 

 

 We provide opportuni es to (re)discover reading. All year 7 students come to the library in their 

English lessons once a fortnight. These lessons are interac ve and are designed to encourage students 

to enjoy books, reading and the LRC. This also includes a library induc on programme to give new  

students the confidence to use and do research in the library. 

 

 We reward reading. We organise compe ons and quizzes throughout the year. Winners are  

rewarded with prizes, merits, and house points which count towards the House Championship.  

 

 We listen. We try very hard to get books that students WANT to read and always welcome  

recommenda ons!  

 
 We support and guide students. Whether it is with book choices or with homework tasks and  

research, we are always here to help. 

 

We run the Bookbuzz  programme which is run and partly funded by Booktrust and  partly funded 

by Churchill Academy, which demonstrates the school’s commitment to suppor ng reading for  

pleasure.  

Thanks to Bookbuzz, each Year 7 student chooses a free book from a list of 12 specially selected tles.  

Within a couple of weeks of your child star ng school, we will give him/her some informa on on all the 

books available for this year.  

For more informa on and to have a look at the 2013 

choices, please visit the official website 

www.bookbuzz.org.uk.  



Reading for pleasure is the only out‐of‐school ac vity demonstrably linked to securing 

managerial or professional jobs.  
 

(Reading at 16 is linked to be er job prospects, Mark Taylor, University of Oxford, 2011). 

Set a good example. Let your child know that you value books and make sure they see you  

reading.  

Don’t stop reading to your child. Some children love being read 

to, even when they have become fluent readers themselves. 

Make  me to read. Set some me aside for family reading,  

perhaps at bed me. You could even switch off the Wi‐fi and put 

away game controllers a er tea! 

Talk about reading. Share your views about books you have loved but also books you have not 

enjoyed; send the message that reading is great fun, but that it is also ok not to like a book! 

Don’t just read books. Encourage your child to read in different formats:  

magazines, newspapers, comics, the Internet etc. 

Let them read what they want. Don’t pressurise your children into reading what YOU think they 

should read. Reading is highly individual and cri cism is usually counterproduc ve. 

Encourage them to use the  local library this summer. Creepy House 

is this year’s na onal summer reading scheme, and all 4‐11 year‐olds 

can take part by joining the scheme at the local library from  Saturday 13 

July. 

Visit www.creepy‐house.org.uk or contact your local library! 

SOME USEFUL RESOURCES 

The Ul mate Book Guide (ISBN 1408104385) 

The Ul mate Teen Book Guide (ISBN 0713673303) 
 

Commercial sites (they give great insight in what is popular):  

Love Reading 4 Kids www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  

Red House www.thebookpeople.co.uk  (find under “brands”)  

Chari es involved in promo on of reading: 

Booktrust www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk  

Federa on of Children’s Book Groups www.fcbg.org.uk  

Na onal Literacy Trust www.literacytrust.org.uk 
 



LRC BLOG 

On our blog you will find: 

  Informa on for parents/carers 

  Recommended reading lists 

 What is happening in the LRC including: author events, 

compe ons. 

 

h p://churchillacademylrc.wordpress.com 

LRC EVENTS YOUR CHILD MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN 

quiz 

An inter‐house  

compe on for year 7s 

Author visits 

House quizzes & 

Compe ons 

World Book Day 

events 

We have a brand new Children’s Laureate, Malorie Blackman! Her books suitable for 

this age group include: Hacker, Pig‐Heart Boy, Thief!, Cloud Bus ng. 

h p://www.malorieblackman.co.uk/ 

STOP  

PRESS!   

Please do not hesitate to email us if you have any ques ons: lrc@churchill.n‐somerset.sch.uk 

Tiger Wars ~ Steve Backshall 

Twelve Minutes to Midnight ~ Christopher Edge 

The Kick‐Off ~ Dan Freedman 

Princess Academy ~ Shannon Hale 

Alice in the Spotlight ~ Chris Higgins 

Wonder ~ R J Palacio 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief ~ Rick Riordan 

Angel Creek ~ Sally Rippin 

Magyk ~ Angie Sage 

Frozen in Time ~ Ali Sparkes 

 


